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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members. 

Gentlemen, 

The  area  in  acres  of  this  district  is  59,410,  and  the 
population  at  the  last  census  14,479.  In  the  absence  of 
any  means  of  correction  the  population  may  be  consi¬ 
dered  stationary,  the  large  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  being  lost  by  the  migration  to  towns  of  the 
working  classes,  owing  to  the  decay  of  agriculture, 
and  the  growing  distaste  of  gentry  for  rural  sur¬ 
roundings.  The  geological  features  of  the  district  are 
oolite  ranges  of  moderate  elevation  and  alluvial  flats 
subject  to  winter  inundation.  Agriculture  and  the 
trades  dependent  thereon  form  the  main  occupation 
of  the  people.  The  manufacture  of  gloves  and  collars 
is  carried  on  by  women  and  girls  at  their  own  homes 
in  certain  localities. 


The  following  are  some  statistics  : — 


Birth  rate  per  1000  living 
Death  rate  do.  do. 

Zymotic  rate  do. 

Infant  mortality  under 
5  66  per  1000  births 


1897  1896  1895  1894  1893 
23-7  24-5  25  6  24-2  28-2 
14-8  16-3  14-3  15-4  168 
•09 

148  120  7  99  4  86  118 


“  Water  Supply.— Wells  are  the  almost  universal 
source  of  water  supply,  and  subsoil  water  being 
abundant,  they  are  usually  of  no  great  depth.  They 
thus  incur  danger  from  surface  pollution  and  give  frse 
to  occasional,  though  limited  disease.  In  two  cases 
has  this  been  experienced,  viz.,  at  Lower  Burrow,  near 
Kingsbury,  and  Kennel  Lane,  Langport.  The  occur¬ 
rence  of  typhoid  fever  caused  the  wells  to  be 


analysed.  In  both  cases  they  were  found  polluted, 
and  closure  recommended.  In  neither  was  this 
enforced,  but  cleaning  out  substituted,  and  a  sub¬ 
sequent  analysis  shewed  no  improvement.  These 
wells  still  remain  a  danger  to  the  public  health.  I 
consider  that  a  magisterial  order  should  be  solicited 
in  all  cases  of  polluted  and  incurable  wells  for  perman¬ 
ent  closure.  The  great  benefit  to  public  health  result- 
i  ig  from  a  pure  water  supply  is  illustrated  by  the  case 
of  Somerton  formerly  the  permanent  abode  of  fever 
and  now  entirely  free.  The  water  supply  of  Westport 
though  much  needed  has  not  progressed  beyond  the 
preliminary  stage,  but  further  activity  is  promised 
and  works  in  prospective. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — At  most  of  the  villages 
the  old  cesspit  system  is  still  practised,  but  there 
are  some  exceptions.  Somerton  has  a  very  complete 
system  of  deep  underground  pipe  drains  and  is 
arranging  for  the  manipulation  of  the  flow  on  a  sew¬ 
age  farm.  Curry  Rivel  is  partially  drained,  and[Lang- 
port  has  been  subjected  to  a  government  inquiry  as 
regards  the  disposal  of  its  sewage.  For  many  years 
there  has  existed  a  side  ditch  parallel  with  the  street, 
kept  clean  by  periodical  flushing  at  short  intervals. 
This  was  effected  by  closing  the  lock  gates  which  at 
other  times  were  allowed  to  remain  open.  During 
the  year  1896,  owing  to  a  drought  and  insufficient 
water,  this  was  impracticable  and  a  nuisance  resulted, 
but  such  has  since  been  remedied.  In  addition  to  this 
the  ditch  not  being  lined  it  cannot  be  effectually 
cleansed.  A  large  deposit  is  always  present  at  the 
bottom  which  in  hot  weather  ferments  and  give  off 
mephitic  odours.  In  response  to  the  offer  of  a  re¬ 
ward  for  schemes  it  has  been  proposed  to  lay  a  deep 
sewer  down  the  street  and  to  connect  the  backclosets 
by  drains  through  the  houses.  This  is  the  ordinary 
method  in  most  towns.  I  believe  it  to  be  impractic¬ 
able  at  Langport.  The  street  is  a  causeway  over  a 
natural  peat  marsh,  from  which  in  winter  flood  water 
is  partially  excluded  by  an  artificial  bank.  The 
excavation  for  such  a  sewer  would  endanger  the 
foundations  of  the  houses  or  would  be  water-logged 
every  winter  and  cease  to  act,  while  a  reflux  of  sewer 
gas  would  enter  the  dwellings.  In  dry  weather  a 
pumping  engine  must  be  kept  in  operation  to  lift  the 
flow  into  the  river.  Into  the  financial  aspect  of  the 
question  it  is  not  my  province  to  enter.  I  will  merely 
say  that  the  rating  of  Bow  Street  is  already  9s  in  the 
£  and  does  not  admit  of  a  large  augmentation.  The 
Local  Government  Board  entitled  Langport  a 


town.  It  contained  at  the  last  census  890 
people  of  all  ages  and  covered  115  acres.  Many 
of  the  cottages  are  of  the  poorest  description  and 
scarcely  fit  for  habitation.  As  a  substitute  for  this 
scheme  I  believe  the  following  will  meet  the 
necessities  of  the  case  Fit  the  bottom  of  the  ditch 
with  half-barrel  channel  pipes.  This  would  provide 
an  easy  flow  and  protect  the  surrounding  soil  from 
pollution,  at  the  same  time  admitting  of  ready  clean¬ 
ing.  Being  open  on  the  surface  it  would  derive  no 
interruption  from  floods  and  there  would  be  no  pent- 
up  sewer  gas.  No  pumping  engine  need  be  provided 
and  expense  of  maintenance  would  be  nil.  People 
should  be  encouraged  to  leave  this  low  swampy  site 
and  to  construct  houses  on  higher  ground  beyond  the 
school.  For  this  purpose  sites  should  be  made  avail¬ 
able.  An  effort  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  the  town 
beyond  its  present  narrow  limits  failed  on  account  of 
local  jealousies,  which  is  much  to  be  regretted  as  it 
would  have  admitted  of  a  much  easier  solution  of 
public  questions.  A  discharge  of  the  Langport  sew¬ 
age  into  the  river  about  two  hundred  yards  further 
down  was  insisted  on  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
after  the  inquiry,  but  the  reason  for  this  is  not 
apparent.  It  already  discharges  into  the  stream 
below  the  locks  where  it  is  tidal  and  quite  undrink¬ 
able.  The  water  in  the  river  is  already  highly 
polluted  by  villages  and  one  town  in  its  upper  course. 
Nothing  will  arise  from  the  deviation  except  ex¬ 
pense,  and  the  sewage  of  Langport  being  so  small 
in  amount  is  scarcely  deserving  of  consideration. 
The  objection  is  probably  founded  on  the  hypothesis 
that  Langport  is  a  town. 

Scavenging. — In  villages  the  usual  practice  with 
cottagers  is  to  apply  the  house  refuse  to  the  soil  of 
their  gardens.  The  benefit  to  the  gardens  may  b© 
doubtful,  but  deodorisation  is  complete.  In  Langport 
where  there  are  few  gardens  a  better  system  of 
scavenging  is  needed,  as  heaps  are  apt  to  accumulate. 

Prevalence  of  Disease. — The  Notificatian  Act  has 
been  in  operation  during  the  year,  and  a  more 
accurate  record  of  disease  is  practicable.  The  follow¬ 
ing  have  been  notified  Scarlatina,  83  ;  typhoid 
fever,  3  ;  erysipelas,  3  ;  diphtheria,  1.  There  is  no 
isolation  hospital  and  considering  the  wide  extent  of 
the  district  its  administration  would  be  difficult. 
Printed  forms  giving  full  directions  are  distributed  to 
each  household  infected  and  as  a  rule  have  proved 
effectual. 


Disinfecting  Apparatus.— Such  an  apparatus  is 
kept  at  the  Workhouse  and  is  occasionally  used. 
Something  on  a  larger  scale  is  required  for  disinfect¬ 
ing  tramps’  clothing.  When  the  reconstruction  of 
the  House  is  undertaken  this  will  no  doubt  receive 
attention.  In  some  localities,  especially  Kingsbury, 
the  manufacture  of  gloves  is  a  home  industry  for 
women  and  girls.  Cottages  may  be  seen  with  large 
stocks  of  material  supplied  by  agents.  It  is  of  a 
nature  well  calculated  to  harbour  the  germs  of  disease, 
and  under  the  same  roof  scarlatina  in  many  instances 
is  to  be  found.  The  material  for  glove-making  can¬ 
not  be  effectually  disinfected  without  injury,  ex¬ 
posure  to  much  heat  causes  shrinkage  and  sulphur 
fumes  discolouration.  There  is,  therefore,  clearly 
a  danger  of  carrying  disease  to  other  places.  The 
remedy  would  appear  to  be  a  prohibition  of  glove¬ 
making  in  domestic  dwellings  and  to  limit  the 
industry  to  factories  which  can  be  kept  under  inspec¬ 
tion.  In  the  present  state  of  the  law  no  such  limita¬ 
tion  is  compulsory. 

Inspection.— An  inspection  has  been  made  of  each 
parish  and  the  inspector  has  visited  slaughter-houses, 
bakers’  ovens,  and  lodgings.  There  is,  however,  no 
systematic  inspection  of  the  numerous  dairies  spread 
over  the  district.  As  a  rule  little  raw  milk  is  sent 
away,  the  bulk  going  to  make  cheese,  but  the  recent 
epidemic  at  Clifton  has  directed  attention  to  the 
importance  of  a  high  state  of  cleanliness  in  all 
dairies.  Appended  will  be  found  the  inspector’s 
report  giving  summaries  of  all  work  carried  out  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes. — Many  cottages  are 
old  and  of  an  inferior  type  but  they  mostly  have 
appended  gardens  and  are  superior  as  healthy  dwell¬ 
ings  to  the  single-room  tenements  provided  by  model 
lodging-houses  in  towns.  Cancer  would  appear  to  be 
more  prevalent  than  formerly  in  those  of  advanced 
years,  but  a  column  is  not  provided  in  the  table  for 
exact  enumeration.  No  definite  cause  can  be  assigned, 
except  that  more  people  now  attain  to  an  advanced 
age  with  the  improvement  of  sanitation  and  a  wider 
field  is  available  for  the  ravages  of  cancer. 

General  Remarks.— Attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  a  considerable  part  of  Langport  is  not 
included  territorially  in  the  parish  of  that  name,  but 
is  made  up  of  pieces  of  adjoining  rural  parishes. 
Thus  the  railway  station,  schools,  cemetery,  and 
residential  district  of  Newtown,  being  in  adjoining 


rural  parishes  are  not  included  in  Langport  for  rating 
purposes  though  practically  part  of  the  town.  With¬ 
in  its  present  narrow  limits  any  expensive  or  ambi¬ 
tious  scheme  of  improvement  is  impossible. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  MORGAN,  F.R.C.S., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  following  is  the  report  on  the  Workhouse  by 
Mr.  Morgan. 

“The  inmates  of  the  Workhouse  during  the  past  year 
have  numbered  from  50  to  60,  and  there  are  at 
present  57  in  the  House.  This  is  a  great  diminution 
from  former  years,  the  House  being  constructed  for 
200,  and  within  recent  years  always  containing  over 
100.  There  can  be  no  question  that  the  inmates  of 
the  Workhouse  are  better  cared  for  in  every  way, 
than  the  out-paupers  receiving  small  weekly  doles, 
many  of  whom  are  subject  to  great  privation  and 
neglect.  Except  in  very  exceptional  cases,  all  aged 
and  infirm  persons  should  be  compelled  to  enter  the 
House  when  destitute,  and  out-relief  cease.  This 
might  not  be  popular,  but  it  would  encourage  habits 
of  providence  in  the  working  class,  which  at  present 
are  entirely  wanting.  Various  improvements  have 
been  projected  during  the  year,  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  official  inspector.  Greater  warmth  is  to  be 
attained  in  the  wards  by  hot  water  pipes  under  the 
floors.  The  kitchen  range  is  to  be  re-constructed, 
and  baths  fitted.  The  latter  are  much  needed,  but 
their  use  is  not  popular  with  the  inmates  from  their 
novelty.  A  drying  apparatus  for  tramps  ;  clothing  is 
wanted,  and  an  efficient  disinfector  for  general  use 
on  a  large  scale.  The  domestic  service  of  the  House 
is  insufficient,  owing  to  its  now  being  little  more  than 
a  hospital,  involving  severe  surgical  cases.  There 
are  only  three  able  women  for  cooking,  scrubbing, 
cleaning,  and  laundry  work.  The  cooking  is  quite 
insufficient,  and  is  manipulated  by  imbeciles.  The 
Matron  has  other  duties,  and  is  not  a  cook.  I  should 
therefore  recommend  an  efficient  person  being 
permanently  engaged.  It  would,  I  feel  sure,  result 
in  great  benefit  to  the  patients.  The  natural  site  of 
the  Workhouse,  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  is  salubrious 


and  pleasant  in  summer,  but  exposed  to  rough  gales 
in  winter.  As  a  consequence,  nearly  all  the  chimney  s- 
smoke  into  the  rooms,  to  the  great  discomfort  of 
invalids.  The  fixture  of  a  few  revolving  cowls  would 
remedy  this  defect,  and  the  cost  would  be  small,  and 
it  will  probably  be  found  that  ward  fires  cannot  be 
dispensed  with  after  the  hot  water  pipes  are  fixed. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  MORGAN,  F.R.C.S., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Table  of  deaths  during  the  year  1897,  in  the  Langport  Rural  Sanitary  District,  classified  acccording  to 
diseases,  ages,  and  localities  : — 
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Table  of  population,  births,  and  of  new  cases  of  infectious  sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1897,  in  the  Langport  Rural  Sanitary  District,  classified 
according  to  diseases,  ages,  and  localities. 
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Total  ...  14,579 
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REPORT  OP  THE  INSPECTOR  OF 
NUISANCES. 


“  Appended  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  by  me 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1897,  as  Inspector 
of  Nuisances  for  the  Langport  Union  District.  Num¬ 
ber  of  premises  inspected,  120  ;  nuisances  abated,  41  ? 
cesspits  cleansed  or  repaired,  15  ;  ditches  or  water¬ 
courses  cleansed,  9  ;  drains  cleansed  or  repaired,  6 
samplesof  water  taken  for  analysis,  4  ;  slaughter-houses 
inspected,  15  ;  lodging-houses  inspected,  1.  There 
have  been  five  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  this  district 
during  the  past  year,  one  of  them  being  fatal.  The 
patient  who  died  contracted  the  disease  at  Clifton,, 
whilst  engaged  in  nursing  patients  affected  with  the 
same  disease.  The  other  four  cases  broke  out  in  the 
following  parishes,  viz.,  Barton  St.  David,  Huish, 
Kingsbury,  and  Isle  Abbotts.  Disinfectants  were 
freely  used  in  each  case.  There  has  been  an 
epidemic  of  scarlatina  in  three  parishes,  viz.,  Lang¬ 
port,  Drayton,  and  Kingsbury.  One  death  only  has 
occurred.  All  infected  houses  have  been  fumigated, 
and  disinfectants  have  been  supplied  to  the  occupiers. 
There  have  been  two  cases  of  diphtheria,  one  in  the 
parish  of  Curry  Mallett,  and  the  other  at  Henley,  in 
the  parish  of  High  Ham.  The  one  at  Henley  was 
fatal.  The  house  in  which  the  patient  died  was 
thoroughly  fumigated.  The  new  scheme  for  dis¬ 
posing  of  the  sewage  of  Somerton  is  completed,  and 
so  far  is  very  satisfactory.  All  slaughter-houses  in 
the  district  have  been  limewashed  twice  during  the 
past  year.” 


G.  H.  HEMMEL,  HERALD  PRINTING  WORKS,  LANGPORT. 


